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Religious Studies Notes

Section A – Thinking About God (one religion, except for the Nature of God)
1 – The Existence of God:

A theist is someone who believes God exists.

An atheist is someone who doesn’t believe in God.

An agnostic is someone who believes you can only know about material things; we can’t know if God exists or not.

The Big Bang Theory:

· all matter was originally at one single point and then suddenly expanded with the force of an explosion. It is still expanding.

· all planets, suns and matter came from the big bang.

Evolution:

· natural selection by survival of the fittest

· species change by adapting to their environments

· Life began in the sea, jellyfish, then fish and amphibians, reptiles, then mammals, apes and humans evolved. The process would’ve taken 100s of millions of years.

The First Cause Argument: (St. Thomas Aquinas)

· The Universe itself is the best evidence of God.

· Everything has a cause, therefore the Universe must have a cause.

· The Universe’s cause is God.

· God is the only uncaused cause.

This could fit in with the Big Bang and Evolution as God could’ve caused them in the first place.
However: (Arguments against God as the First Cause)

· the universe doesn’t have to have a cause

· the first cause doesn’t explain God’s cause, it just swaps one mystery for another. 
· A ‘first cause’ doesn’t’ fit with some believers’ ideas of a personal God.

The Christian Creation Story (Genesis 1-2:4) What God did on each of the Seven Days:

1) Light and Dark


2) Sky



3) Land, Sea and Plants


4) Sun, Moon and Stars


5) Fish and Birds



6) Animals and Humans


7) God Rested




· God created the Universe from nothing. - God saw his creation was good.

Is it possible to believe in evolution and a creator God?

· Evolution says we came from apes, not soil and a rib.
· Evolution took millions of years, not 7 days.

· Natural selection is just luck, not guided by God

· creation stories aren’t ‘scientific’, they’re attempts from times past to make sense of the world, not meant to be taken literally.

· God could have created the conditions for life to evolve.

· It is so improbable that conditions for life on earth existed it couldn’t have been an accident – God must have done it.

The Universe’s design: (The Design Argument)

· some believe nature is too intricate to have happened by chance; God must’ve designed it.

Newton’s Thumb: says that the thumb’s design is so clever and unique that it alone convinced Newton of a designer’s existence.

William Paley’s Watch:

· if you found a watch on the ground, it’s intricate workings would indicate to you that it was designed by someone and that the cogs and wheels had not just aligned themselves in that way by accident.

· as the Universe (or for example the human eye) is so much more complex than a watch, the Universe (or the eye) must have had a designer – God.

However: 
· Evolution can explain how the eye evolved. Natural selections says species really self-designed (although some argue that God could’ve set evolution in motion – how else could we have arrived by chance at music, art and such things).

· Design faults: If God designed the earth, then why does it have faults which cause earthquakes?

· Evil: If God created everything, why did he create evil too?

Religious Experiences:

· Many people believe in God because they have experienced Him in their lives.

· There are 4 different types of religious experiences:

1. Conversion:

· A conversion (change of belief) is when someone experiences something that convinces them of God’s love and protection. This is a deeply personal experience, unique and life-changing.

2. Sacramental Ritual:

· A sacrament is an outward action that gives spiritual blessing to those involved.

· A sacramental ritual is a service, or ceremony that follows a set pattern in which a sacrament is celebrated.

Roman Catholic Sacraments:

· Baptism
· Sacrament of Reconciliation (penance)
· Holy Communion (The Eucharist)
· Confirmation
· Matrimony (marriage)
· Holy Orders (Ordination)
· Sacrament of the Sick (Anointing or Holy Unction)
Protestant and Anglican Sacraments:
· Baptism

· Holy Communion

· Sacraments help believers by making God seem more real.

3. Charismatic Experiences and Worship:

· Singing – new awareness of God’s power and presence.
· Praying Aloud – direct communication with God.

· Speaking in Tongues – communicating God to others.

· Raising arms – feeling salvation, surrendering to God.

· Uncontrollable laughter, crying, shaking, etc. – feeling changed or touched by God.

4. Prayer and Meditation

Prayer – talking to God. There are prayers of praise, thanksgiving, confessing sins and requests.

Meditation – freeing the mind in order to experience God. Sometimes a mantra is used.

Effects:
· feel closer to an immanent God, by talking as to a friend.

· gain comfort by putting problems to God.

· Feel God is real, receive revelation.

Other experiences include visions, dreams and miracles.

Are religious experiences Illusion or Reality?

Illusion:

· no reliable external witnesses.

· could be a psychological hallucination.

· miracles aren’t necessarily caused by God, just unexplained events.

· could by lying.

· some say that a dreams is just that: a dream.

Reality:

· Conversion really changes people – has an observable effect.

· Prayer, etc. have deep impacts, they’re real to the participators.

· Some healing miracles have been verified by doctors, the healed people know what happened was real.

2 – The Problem of Suffering:

Suffering includes pain, illness, loss and death. It makes people question God’s love, purpose and power.

Questions raised by suffering:

· Does God want us to suffer? – he’s cruel
· Does God not want us to suffer? – he’s weak
· If God is benevolent, then why does suffering exist?

· If God is omnipotent, then why does suffering exist? – he must be able to stop it

· If God is omniscient, he must know, so why doesn’t he stop it?

People say suffering is unjust because people who’ve lived good lives or children who’ve done nothing wrong are innocent sufferers and don’t deserve to suffer.

Types of Suffering:

Natural Suffering: 
suffering caused by nature, e.g. Volcanoes

Man-made Suffering: 
suffering caused by people, e.g. Wars

Does suffering have a purpose?

· Pain shows us something is wrong, so we can deal with it.

· It can make you into a better or stronger person.

· Some suffer for a goal – e.g. mountain climbers.

· To help others – e.g. self sacrifice in a war.

· Test of faith.

· Teach a lesson e.g. punishment for sin.

· Unknown purpose which is part of God’s will.

Christian Response to Suffering:

· The story of ‘The Fall’ explains that suffering and evil came into God’s creation because of human disobedience.
· Natural suffering isn’t God’s fault – just part of the way the world has developed since its creation.

· Suffering caused by humans is a result of free will.

· Jesus made up for the sins of humans by his innocent suffering and death on the cross.

· Trusting in God helps Christians endure suffering.

· Accept personal suffering as God’s mysterious will. Try to alleviate others’ suffering.

3 – The Problem of Evil:

Where does evil come from?

· from God (via free will)

· Human nature (greed, lack of respect, selfishness, etc.)

· An impersonal force that draws people to the wrong path.

· A personal being, which tempts us to sin. (e.g. the Devil, Satan, etc.)

· A psychological phenomenon (damaged mind or due to upbringing and society)

Christian Views on Evil:

· It came into the world as a result of Adam and Eve’s disobedience (original sin).

· It occurs when people use their free will to disobey God.

· People want to be good, but are tempted to sin.

· They need salvation.

Questions raised by suffering:
· Why did God created a world in which evil is possible?

· If he’s omnipotent, why doesn’t he stop it?
Seeing as evil continues, God must not be omnipotent.
Religious responses to the problem of evil:

· God gave us free will to choose greed or evil as well as the right path.

· The fact that God made us free (not robots) shows God’s love and benevolence.

· God is omnipotent, but chooses not to use the power; e.g. he let Jesus die on the cross.

4 – The Nature of God

What God is like, and how he’s understood.

Christians:

· understand God as a supreme being/creator. “In the beginning God made the heavens and earth.” – Genesis
· describe him as loving, just, powerful and merciful.

· describe him as personal and immanent. (he has human characteristics and is close to people/involved) 

· beyond human understanding, eternal and omniscient. (he has impersonal and transcendent characteristics too)

· believe God is one, but has three parts/forms in the holy trinity

Muslims:

· Creator and sustainer of the Universe.

· All-seeing and all-knowing. “He is with you wherever you are.”
· Above all comprehension.

· Many aspects – shown in 99 names.

· Wrong to believe Allah could be human, and wrong to make an image of him.

Four keywords:

Personal – A God with human characteristics and a close relationship with humans.

But: How can God be everywhere, care for all and answer prayers, if God is just a person?
Impersonal – A God who is like a force, with no human characteristics, He’s distant form humans.

But: How can one have a meaningful relationship with a force or spirit or idea?

Immanent – A God who is present and involved with life on earth.

But: If God is ‘in the world’, how did he create it?

Transcendent – A God who is beyond and outside life on earth and the universe. He is not limited by the world.

But: If God is remote and separate from human existence, how can we relate to Him?
One or many forms?

· Nowadays, all major religions believe in just their own one God.
· However, while God is one being, some religions believe in aspects or parts.

Can God be known?

· God cannot be ‘known’ to the senses.

· It is impossible for us to fully understand God.

· Certain qualities may be understood.

· God is pure mystery and therefore cannot be known.

General and Special Revelation:

God is revealed through:

· nature

· religious writings
· personal experience
· the lives/work of religious leaders
· formal or informal worship
General Revelation:

· Indirect.

· Available to all.

· Through natural world, reason, conscience or moral sense.

Special Revelation:

· Direct.

· Personal experience – one individual or one group.

· Through a dream, vision, prophecy, miracle or personal experience.

Section B – Thinking About Morality (two religions, except for Ways of Making Moral Decisions)
5 – Ways of Making Moral Decisions:

Absolute Morality: Something which is always wrong, no matter what the circumstances. Absolute Moralists keep to their principles regardless of the consequences.

Relative Morality: When something is wrong in some circumstances but not others. Individual circumstances would be taken into account.
Christians:

· Roman Catholics believe abortion is always wrong, whatever the situation the mother faces. “Thou shalt not kill.” – Exodus
· Some Protestants believe it is okay sometimes, for example, if the woman was raped.

Sources of Moral Authority:

· Guide people in their moral decisions.

· Provide authority on which to base actions.

Christian sources of moral authority include the conscience, religious leaders and religious scriptures.

· Conscience is an inner sense of right and wrong. Different people say it comes from God, from your upbringing or is innate.

·  Scripture is sacred writings or holy books.

· Traditions are customs and beliefs, e.g. religious teachings.

· Reason is when the mind works out the results of actions.

· Religious leaders are founders or great leaders (e.g. Moses (Jewish), the Pope (Roman Catholic)). A local leader like a minister is a religious leader.

6 – Abortion
Sanctity of Life:
· Life is a special, sacred gift from God.

· It is worthy of high respect.

· It’s not up to us to take life, it’s up to God.

Quality of Life:

· Being able to experience life and communicate with others.

· Being fulfilled and content.

· If someone is being kept alive artificially or is in a lot of pain, they have a poor quality of life. 

Arguments against abortion:

· a foetus is a child with a soul from conception
· life is sacred and god-given

· an unborn baby, even if handicapped, has rights and should be protected
· everyone is unique – handicapped children are still valuable
· abortion could be used selfishly – as birth control
Arguments for abortion:

· it’s cruel to bring someone into the world who is destined for pain and a poor Q of L

· it is the mother’s body and therefore her decision
· circumstances affect it (ability to care for a handicapped child)

· risk to mother’s health should outweigh rights of unborn child

· matter for an individual’s conscience

· foetus is not really a person yet, whereas the mother is

Religious Responses to Abortion:

Christians:
· Roman Catholics believe killing an unborn child is always wrong. (absolute morality)

· Other Christians accept abortion if: a) baby is seriously deformed, b) mother’s life is in danger, c) pregnancy is a result of rape.

· The rights of the unborn child must be balanced against the mother’s rights, depending on the circumstances. (relative morality)

Muslims:

· Oppose abortion in all cases except where the mother’s life is at risk.

· Most say even a severely handicapped child should be carried to birth.

· Allah has a plan for everyone

· Abortion for economic reasons is forbidden.

Religious Teachings on Abortion:

Christianity:

· “Thou shalt not kill” – Exodus

· The C of E say that every human life is unique and the foetus should be respected and protected, but sometimes abortion is the lesser of two evils.

· “Children are a blessing, and a precious gift from God, and are created in his image.” – Genesis
Islam:

· “Do not kill your children in fear of poverty. We shall provide for both them and you. Killing them is a big sin.” – The Qur’an, surah 17:31
· The Qur’an says that a mother shouldn’t be treated unfairly because of her child.

· The Hadith says: “No severer of womb relationship ties will ever enter paradise.”
· Some say the foetus is ‘ensouled’ at 120 days, so abortions before then are not killing a person.

· “Allah fixes the time span of all things.” – Qur’an
· In Britain, abortion is legal up to 24 weeks.

· But, women whose life or health is at risk, or whose child will be handicapped, can have one at any time.

7 – Sex, Marriage and Divorce

Religious attitudes to sex before marriage:

Christianity teaches that sex before marriage is wrong because:
· Sex belongs within marriage; it is the expression of a deep, loving, life-long union between a couple.

· Sex is a gift of God demanding commitment.

· It is wrong to use people as sex objects.

· Chastity is important

· It would be irresponsible for a Christian to risk pregnancy or spread STDs.

· St Paul urged sexual restraint and control: “You know that your bodies are parts of the body of Christ.” – The Bible          this means that you shouldn’t act immorally because God lives in you.

Islam:

· not in favour of sex before marriage

· expressly forbidden in the Qur’an.

Religious attitude to sex outside marriage (adultery):

Christianity teaches that adultery is wrong because:

· It breaks the marriage vows.

· “Do not commit adultery.” – Exodus
· Involves deception and breaking trust – honesty is essential to marriage.

· Threatens stable relationship needed for children.

· Against the purpose of marriage.

Islam:

· “Have nothing to do with adultery, for it is a shameful thing, and an evil opening the way to other evils.” – Qur’an
Religious views to contraception:
Christians:

· Believe in ‘responsible parenthood’.

· Children should be wanted and welcomed.

· Roman Catholics believe artificial contraception is wrong because:

· Contraception is against family purpose of marriage.

· Could encourage infidelity.

· Against the natural law, but rhythm method is okay.

· “Every sexual act should have the possibility of creating new life.” – Pope Paul VI, 1968 Humanae Vitae
· Other Christians say its okay to use it as long as both partners agree because:
· If couples do wait, they will have more money, children will be more wanted and will have proper care and attention.
· In an overcrowded, poverty-ridden world, it’d be unfair to bring a child into a life of deprivation.
Muslims:

· Allow contraception by mutual consent, but not to avoid having children altogether.
· Oppose any method that causes an abortion.
· Some think it’s wrong and interferes with Allah’s plans, they say Allah gives people the strength to cope.
Religious views to divorce:

Christians:
· Ideally, marriage is for life.
· Jesus said: “Man must not separate what God has joined together.” – Matthew 19:6
· The Church tries to keep marriage scared but still love and care for those who’ve divorced.
· Roman Catholics see marriage as a sacrament which can’t be undone until death. Cannot re-marry as it would be adultery. Annulment is the only option.
· C of E allows couples to re-marry in church with the bishop’s permission.
· Protestant Churches accept civil divorce and allow re-marriage in church.
Muslims:

· Think of marriage as a contract, so divorce is allowed only as a last resort.
· The man must return any dowry and must provide for the woman until she re-marries.
· If the wife divorces, but it’s not the husband’s fault, the wife must repay marriage gift (mahr) and he doesn’t have to support her.
· Both still have a responsibility to their children in all cases.
Purpose and Character of Marriage:

Christians:

Purpose: Love, companionship, sex, children.

Character: Faithfulness, commitment, spiritual bond. Contract or covenant to love, care for and be faithful to partner and bring up children in a secure, loving way.

Other religions also think marriage should be fore companionship, a proper sexual relationship, opportunities to develop spiritual qualities, and it should have faithfulness and commitment.

Love, parental involvement and race in the choice or marriage partner:

Christians:

· Believe love is essential.

· Parents are not generally involved but hope partner shares their Christian values.

· No objection to race; Christians believe in equality.

Muslims:

· Parents usually arrange marriages.

· They look for someone compatible who shares beliefs and views.

· All races are equal, religious values are more important than race.

“Husbands and wives are like garments for each other. Each should support and care for the other.” – Qur’an

Contract: A solemn agreement.

Covenant: A binding, lifelong agreement with God.

Commitment: A promise.

Responsibility: Being responsible for someone’s health, feelings and wellbeing.

8 – Prejudice and Discrimination

Prejudice is simply forming an opinion on someone based not on facts, but on stereotyped assumptions
Discrimination is acting on a prejudice; treating someone unfairly or stopping them doing something because of prejudice.

Causes of Prejudice and Discrimination:

· ignorance

· upbringing

· fear

· stereotyping

Forms of Prejudice and Discrimination:

· colour

· gender

· nationality

· disability

· age

· social class

· religion

· sexuality

Equality:

· does not mean everyone is the same
· does not mean everyone has equal advantages
· means everyone has equal human rights to live and work freely and to search for happiness and peace
Justice:

· treating people fairly and according to the law
· if laws are unjust, you should work to change them

Community:

· religious believers have an important sense of this

· it is people who share the same values and feel responsible for each other

Christians:
· Everyone is created by God and is equal in God’s sight. “Love your neighbour as you love yourself.” – Matthew
· “From one human being He created all races on earth and made them live throughout the whole earth.” – Acts
· Jesus’ teaching of the Good Samaritan – Luke.

· Kingdom of heaven is open to everyone.

· Discrimination on grounds of sex, race, colour, social conditions, language or religion is incompatible with God’s design.

· “From one man he made very nation of men.” – Genesis
· “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all on in Christ Jesus.” – Galatians 3:28

Muslims:
· Allah created all people equal. “Mankind, we created you from a single male and a single female, and you in to the tribes and nations, that you may know each other.” – Qur’an
· God’s power is shown through the variety of his creations: “The wonderful variety of God’s creations is shown in the difference in your language and colours.” – Qur’an
· Muhammad taught that differences in colour, tribe, race or traditions shouldn’t be used as excuses for prejudice. He preached against slavery.

· Everyone is considered a Muslim, people who convert are called ‘reverts’.

· Islamic law is founded on the spirit of justice – “Allah doesn’t look upon your outward appearance; he looks upon your hearts and your deeds.” – Hadith
In Britain, racial discrimination is illegal under the Race Relations Act 1976 and gender discrimination is illegal under the Sex Discrimination Act 1975.

9 – World Poverty

Poverty is a vicious circle. The poor lack education, work, healthcare, housing, food and water. They fall victim to disease, drought and debt. Religious believers think people should be treated fairly. But many say that world poverty is made worse by unfair trade rules and high interest rates charged by western banks which leads to huge debt.

This unfair treatment is injustice.

Compassion means ‘suffering with’ someone. If people had real understanding of the poor’s suffering, then they would feel they had to help them.

Religious ideas about Stewardship:

Christians:

· The Bible teaches that God places humans in charge of the world to look after on God’s behalf. Humans must rule fairly and be generous to all God’s creatures.

Muslims:

· Muslims have a similar idea: ‘khalifah’ or trusteeship.

Why religious believers should help the poor:

Christians:

· “Love your neighbour as you love yourself.” – sharing is the practical way to do this.

· Jesus’ example: healing miracles, feeding the 5,000, association with outcasts, the poor and sinners.

· Churches teach followers to support charities and work for justice for the poor.

· Religious leaders’ example: Desmond Tutu, Mother Teresa and Martin Luther King.

· God made everyone, we’re all brothers and sisters and should therefore help each other.

· Jesus said: “Go and sell all you have and give the money to the poor, and you will have riches in heaven.” – Mark
Muslims:

· “He is not a believer who eats his fill while his neighbour remains hungry by his side.” – Hadith
· Muslims have a duty to help the poor. The 3rd pillar (Zakah) is a way of worshipping Allah.

· All humans are equal and are Allah’s creations.

· All wealth belongs to Allah.

· Muslims are stewards of God’s gifts and should help others. Fasting during Ramadan teaches compassion for the poor.

· Muslims try to help by working for justice.

Religious believers care for those in need by:

· emergency aid

· long-term aid

· setting up/supporting charities

· personally helping

· prayer

· raising awareness

Muslim aid was set up in London in 1985. It provides disaster relief and emergency aid, but also supports long-term projects in education, skills training, credit and agricultural schemes, water and health care.
10 – War and Peace

· Pacifism is the belief that violence is always wrong regardless of the situation. Pacifists refuse to fight in wars. They are ‘conscientious objectors’.

· They say going to war is against their conscience.

Reasons by religious people for pacifism:

· Violence only causes more violence.

· War doesn’t solve anything in the long run (you’ll still have to negotiate eventually).
· Gaining freedom by evil means is doing to the oppressor what you were objecting to.

· War wastes human and natural resources.

· War increases hatred, prejudice and greed.

Reasons by religious people for war:

· Centre on idea of justice and criteria for a just war.

· It’s wrong to allow weaker countries to be attacked.

· Beliefs in the Sanctity of Life mean defending innocents’ lives.

· Self-defence is justifiable.

· In the face of great injustice, war can be the lesser of two evils.

· It depends on the circumstances of the war. (Relative Morality)

Mohandas (Mahatma) K Gandhi

· began ‘passive resistance’ during 10 years of living in South Africa under apartheid
· disregarded unjust laws without hating whites or retaliating to them

· faced the consequences of resistance

· tried to fight the same prejudices in India

· led the ‘salt march’ against the salt tax

· boycotted British goods

· was repeatedly imprisoned by the British

· fasted with Indians fought among themselves (was prepared to die)

· campaigned to raise the status of ‘untouchables’
· was assassinated.

Just War:
Christians:

· A just war is a war fought for a just cause.

· It must be:

· Started and controlled by a proper legal authority.

· Fought for a just cause (those attacked must deserve it).

· Fought to promote good or avoid evil; justice and peace must be restored afterwards.

· The last resort (try other things first).

· Fought using only enough force to achieve victory. Innocent civilians mustn’t be killed (proportionality).

· Have a reasonable chance of success; good gained must outweigh evil which led to the war.

Muslims:

· ‘Jihad’ or collective defence of the Muslim community is fought to defend the right to follow religion or to free from a dictator.
· If killed in Jihad, you’ll go to paradise on judgment day.

· A war is just if:

· Declared by proper authority.

· Is a last resort.

· Innocent civilian life, plants and animals are protected.

· Qur’an forbids going to war to attack others, to win new land or power, or to make converts to Islam.

Holy War:

A ‘Holy War’ is fought for religious reasons, with God on your side.

A Christian Holy War:

The crusades were fought to try and recover Jerusalem and Palestine from Muslims. They were considered a holy war on behalf of God.

(Ancient Israelite) conditions for holy war:

· What God wanted.

· God was there as unseen commander.

· Losers to be completely exterminated.

· Victims and spoils consecrated to God.

· Anyone who kept spoils was stoned to death.

Islam has no concept of holy war. 
Religious teachings about war and peace:

Christianity:

· Killing is wrong: “Thou shalt not kill.” – Exodus
· “Love your neighbours.” – Matthew
· Most churches are in favour of peace, peaceful protest, pacifism and charity, but also the right to self-defence.

· Agree with Just War theory.

· “All who live by the sword will die by the sword.” – Matthew
Islam:

· Salaam (a Muslim greeting), means ‘peace’.

· Qur’an says should aim for peace, but if impossible, make peace after war.

· “Repel evil with what is better.” – Qur’an
· “Hate your enemy mildly; he may become your friend one day.” – Hadith
Peace:

· Not just an absence of war.

· Inner peace can be found along with happiness and security through their religious faith.

Justice:

· Bringing about what is right and fair.

· Can be making up for what has been done wrong.

Sanctity of Life:

· Life is special and holy so should be respected.

· Often used as an argument against war.

· However, also used as an argument for a Just War because innocent lives can be saved.

11 – The Natural World

Is the price of progress too high?

· Acid Rain

· Pollution

· Damage to the Ozone Layer
· Destruction of Rainforests
· Sewage in the Seas and Rivers

The conflict for religious believers:

· Developing countries need the income from rainforests.
· Progress vs. Conservation.

· How can we demand that people give up their jobs in the industries?

· Needs of people vs. Good of environment.

Religious people says that richer nations have to help poorer countries to manage forests without exploitation and give money to help people whose livelihoods would be threatened.

Why should we care for the environment and promote its conservation?

· Nature and life on earth must be respected, we have a responsibility to animals and the environment.

· God made the world. (Sanctity of Life)

· Humans are in charge of creation (Stewardship).

· Muslims say nature is carefully balanced, so we should plant trees, etc. to make up for those we chop down.

Religious teachings on the environment and animal life:

Christianity:

· “Then the Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and guard it.” – Genesis
· “The world and all in it belong to the Lord.”
· “We have a responsibility to life, to defend it everywhere.”
· God told humans to “Bring animals under control.”
Islam:

· Allah created everything: “He has given you the earth for your heritage.” – Qur’an
· The earth is Allah’s: “To him belongs all that is in the heavens and the earth.” – The Qur’an
· People have the role of guardians and will be held accountable on judgment day.

The rights and protection of animals:

Christians:

· ‘Natural Law’ claims animals have no soul and therefore no rights.

· We must take responsibility for them because of stewardship.

· Animals shouldn’t be forced to live unnaturally because God saw that his creation was ‘good’.

Muslims:

· Legal rights for animals have existed since the thirteenth century.

· Only kill animals for food, not for sport.
· Shouldn’t keep animals in cages as it’s unnatural.

· To kill for meat, animals must be treated with respect, put at ease and killed quickly and painlessly. This is called ‘Halal’.

· On the Day of Judgment, a person may be condemned for mistreating animals.

Vegetarianism:

Moral Reasons:

· It is wrong to kill animals.

· Farming methods (e.g. battery hens) are cruel.

· 90% of agricultural food is used for cattle rather than humans, while people starve.

· 10 times more people can be sustained on a diet of non-meat compared with meat.

Christians and Muslims do not have to be vegetarian but can be for moral reasons.

Pious people could:

· work on conservation projects

· campaign for stuff

· be vegetarian
· limit car use

· raise consciousness through prayer/meditation

End of Year 10 Notes, Beginning of Year 11 Notes
Section 1 – Nature and Expression (one religion)

The Nature of Truth and Spirituality:

Proof – showing that something is true without question.

Evidence – The ‘material(s)’ used to prove something.

Certainty – knowing 100% something is true.

Probability – the likelihood of something being true.

Truth – Something that can be proven e.g. the fact that Britain is a monarchy. Some people believe there are truths which cannot be proven e.g. God’s existence. 

The Different Types of Truth:
Types of Truth:

1) Scientific Truth
· how the world works

· empirical evidence

· If theory stands up to testing, conclude it’s true.

· Scientists gather evidence to try and prove theories about the universe.

but:

· human error

· new evidence can disprove theories

2) Historical Truth
- saying something was some way.

but:

· tampered or incomplete evidence

· subject to bias, interpretation

3) Moral Truth
· no empirical evidence: abstract reasoning (logic)

· based on conscience

but:

· How do we know what is right?
· subjective

· emotions can affect it

4) Spiritual Truth

· about belief, not necessarily rational

· relies on faith

· conscience is spiritual guide

but~:

· subjective, individual experience

· visions can be imagination

Scientific Truth: scientists observe and repeatedly test a theory in order to prove that it is correct. But: it can change if they’re proved wrong by new evidence.

Historical Truth: historians analyse the varied evidence that they have, to develop a conclusion. But: sources could be biased or the interpretation incorrect.

Moral Truth: there is no experiment to prove moral truth. It often depends on abstract reasoning to reach a conclusion (Absolute/Relative morality.)

Spiritual Truth: this form of truth is a matter of belief (personal). A statement may be true for some but not for others. But: how do we know if someone really has a had a vision.

The Nature of Spirituality:

· life has 2 dimensions: the spiritual and the material

· materialism is about acquiring possessions and living for the ‘now’

· spiritualism is about believing in something more meaningful that what we see, touch, hear, smell and taste.

Spiritual experiences fill the person with awe, wonder or mystery. They could include:

· watching a sunset/sunrise

· listening to a piece of music

· touching the skin of a newborn baby

· looking into a cloudless sky at night.

These could inspire people to create art, poetry or music.

The spiritual part of life also relates to value and relationships. Spirituality can give an appreciation of the value of the world and human life.

The Truth Claims of Spirituality:
· Spiritual truth can’t be proven like scientific truth can.
· Believers say that their faith answers most, if not all, of their question on life, death and how to live.

· Sceptics want proof or evidence, but most believers would say you just have to try it and see if it works.

· Each day, people act on beliefs that can’t be proven.

Claims to Truth:
· Some religions actively share their faith others.
· Some just live their faith and let others discover it by chance.

Sources of Authority from Different Religions:

· Sacred Writings

· Religious Leaders

· Traditions

· Conscience

Sacred Writings: (holy books)

· contain beliefs and teachings of the religion

· have to be studied and interpreted

· written many centuries ago

Islam – The Qu’ran

Christianity – The Bible

Religious Leaders:

· Specially chosen or elected and trained to teach, advise and care for believers.

· Help to apply teachings to daily life.

Christianity:

· Christian leaders have different titles, e.g. minister, pastor priest and elder.

· In some denominations, there are leaders with more authority. For example, Roman Catholics have bishops, archbishops, cardinals and the Pope.

· Christians believe these leaders are chosen or ‘called’ by God.

Traditions:

· Events or ways of doing things in a religion which date to an earlier time.

Christianity:

· Traditional to give something up during lent for 40 days. Helps them remember how Jesus suffered on the cross and why he did it.

· Beautiful cathedrals, churches, certain paintings, sculptures, icons and so on express the spirituality of Christians.

· Hymns and songs express love for God.

· Countless books have been inspired by beliefs, e.g. Narnia series.

Islam:

· Muslims have created some beautiful Mosques as expressions of their faith, e.g. the Mosque of the Dome of the Rock.

· Statues and paintings aren’t allowed but the beautifully decorated Mosques provide an inspired setting for the Muslim congregation.

Conscience:

· Many people believe this develops as part of what you learn while growing up without you realising.

· You feel ‘at peace’ when you follow your conscience and feel guilty when you don’t.

· Others believe consciences Is something we’re all born with which teaches us right from wrong. e.g. everyone knows deep down that it’s wrong to kill.

· For religious people, it is the spiritual voice or the voice of God, which is there to guide us when confused.

Spirituality in Society:

Expression of Individual Commitment:

· Showing piety by carrying out acts of devotion, e.g. kneeling/bowing/prostrating. Might involve focusing on objects, e.g. statues, paintings or writings in prayer or meditation.

· Piety requires discipline as it’s a regular practise. Can involve mysticism, a system of thoughtful prayer and spirituality which aims to get direct contact with God.

· Some use painting, sculpture, writing or creative outlets to express their personal beliefs.

Support of Voluntary Organisations:

· e.g. becoming a volunteer helper or first aider, or raising money for Charity, or helping the environment, etc.

Christianity:

· Organise charities, e.g. Christian Aid or CAFOD.

· The Salvation Army is well known for helping the homeless. Jesus encouraged people to help others in need. He healed the sick and showed all should be helped, e.g. The Parable of the Good Samaritan, “Love your neighbour.” 
Islam:

· Muslims are encouraged to support those with genuine need.
· There are many charities, e.g. Islamic Relief and the Red Crescent.

· Muhammad was charitable and Muslims recall this when fasting during Ramadan.

· They give Zakah (2.5% of their income) to the poor as one of the Five Pillars.
Membership of a Faith Community:

· Many express their commitment and spirituality by joining a religious community.

· Communities provide pastoral support and opportunities for corporate worship (together).

· Part of the work of most communities is helping others, witnessing (telling others what God has done for them) and evangelizing (spreading the message).

Christianity:

· May join a denominational church.

· Some go to live at a monastery.

· Attending evens such as Spring Harvest, or the Taize community in France.
Islam:
· Muslims attend mosques and take part in the pilgrimage known as the Hajj.

Section 2 – Religious Responses to Contemporary Issues (two religions)

1 – Matters of Life:

When does life begin?
· conception

· implantation

· primitive streak

· heartbeat

· movement

· viable birth

Christianity:
· God creates life.

· Roman Catholics believe life begins at conception.

· Some, e.g. Methodists, say that life hasn’t truly begun in the early stages of pregnancy.

Islam:

· Allah creates life. “He gives children to who he pleases.” – Qur’an
· Believe that life begins at conception.

· Some believe that the foetus isn’t ‘ensouled’ until the 120th day of pregnancy.

Fertility Treatment:
· AIH is Artificial Insemination by Husband

· AID is Artificial Insemination by Donor

· IVT is In Vitro Fertilisation

The human fertilisation and embryology act (1990) regulates research using embryos. (Including storage and AID and IVF)

Surrogacy:
· Surrogate mother’s child – father is either receiver’s partner or another man.
Surrogacy Arrangements Act 1985:

· Illegal to advertise surrogacy.
· Illegal to give payments to a company or agency who assisted or to the surrogate mother, other than expenses.

· Can’t force surrogate mother to give up child.

· Child must be genetically related to at least one of the commissioning parents, who must be married and over 18.

Christianity:

· Roman Catholics against it because God must’ve decided they shouldn’t have children.

· Protestants allow AIH and IVF but don’t like AID. AIH and IVF are okay because Christians believe it’s not important how the pregnancy began.

Islam:

· IVF and AIH are allowed, but AID is opposed as it is seen as like adultery.

· Surrogacy is opposed: “No one can be their mother except those who gave the birth.” – Qur’an
Transplant Surgery and Blood Transfusions:

Christianity:
· Support organ donation, transplants and blood transfusions. “Love your neighbour as you love yourself.” – The Bible
· Jehovah’s Witnesses allow transplants but not blood transfusions.

Islam:
· Allow transplants from humans, but not animals.

· Allow blood transfusions in genuine need.

Genetic Engineering (Human) and Cloning:

Christianity:

· Roman Catholics believe embryo research threatens the sanctity of life. They regard cloning as a threat to uniqueness.

· Most Protestants support research on embryos up to 2 weeks old as long as they weren’t solely created for research.

· Most don’t oppose animal cloning but don’t support cloning humans.

Islam:

· Believe embryos shouldn’t be created for research but if leftover from IVF, is okay.

· Most Muslims are against human cloning as it: a) undermines family ties and social order, and b) raises questions about the identity of the person.
2 – Matters of Death:

· Death is usually when the heart stops beating and the lungs stop working. This is cardio-respiratory death.

· The Sanctity of Life means life is sacred because it is God given and so should be valued.

· The Quality of Life is often thought of as more important than the length of life.

Good Quality of Life: able to enjoy life to the full and feel fulfilled.

Bad Quality of Life: suffering, illness, extreme poverty, loneliness, etc.

Problems facing the elderly:

· Failing health, e.g. arthritis, rheumatism, cancer, strokes, etc.

· Financial difficulties: most pensioners only have pension 18% of average male wage.
· Loneliness (over 2,000,000 pensioners live alone.)

The community helps by:

· meals-on-wheels

· home helps

· sheltered accommodation

· alarm buttons

· residential homes

Hospices:
· Patients with terminal illnesses often go here.

· Aim to relieve suffering, control symptoms and give the best possible quality of life and preparation for death.

· Palliative care for families is part of it.

Christianity:

· “Treat others as you’d like to be treated.”
· Believe the elderly should be treated with respect and honour: “Respect your father and your mother.” – Exodus
· Know senior citizens need love and care and are wise and experienced.

· Many churches provide visitors, senior citizens’ groups, homes and sheltered accommodation for members of their denominations.

Islam:

· Consider it an honour, blessing and opportunity for spiritual growth to look after and care for parents.

· Duty second to prayer – elderly’s right to expect care.

· Unkind and disrespectful to send them to old-people’s home.

Life after Death:

Christianity:

· Soul will be judge on judgment day.

· Believers will join God in heaven, which a wonderful place.

· Non-believers go to hell, separate from God.

· Roman Catholics believe in purgatory where souls go to be cleansed of their sins.

Islam:

· Souls will be judged by Allah on the Day of Judgment.

· Good go to paradise, bad to hell.

Euthanasia:

· Sometimes known as ‘mercy killing’.

Passive Euthanasia: with holding treatment with the intention of ending life.

Active Euthanasia: deliberately intervening to end life. e.g. administering a drug.

Voluntary Euthanasia: helping someone die at their request because they are suffering terribly.

Involuntary Euthanasia: when someone else decides, e.g. a doctor or the state kills them without permission.

· dignified

· happy release for family

· no hope of recover anyway

· humane

· poor quality of life is awful

· it is murder

· ‘playing God’

· sanctity of life is important

· could be an incorrect diagnosis

· could lead to compulsory euthanasia

Christianity:
· God has fixed our lifespan, only He can take life, this means suicide is wrong. “Do not commit murder”.
· Roman Catholics believe euthanasia is always wrong as it must either be murder or suicide.

· Some denominations believe passive euthanasia may sometimes be acceptable.

Islam:

· “Allah fixes the time span for all things.” – Qur’an
· You shouldn’t play God by choosing when someone dies.

· Suffering is a test; after death, the worthy will join Allah in paradise.

· Suicide and Euthanasia are therefore both forbidden.
3 – Drug Abuse:

· A drug is a substance that, when taken, alters the way the body works and can change how we feel.
· Depressants slow down the central nervous system.

· Stimulants speed up the CNS.

· Hallucinogens affect sense and perceptions.

· Social drugs are used as part of a social life. Includes: alcohol, caffeine but also Ecstasy, e.g. at a rave.

· Recreational drugs are non-medical as part of leisure or relaxing. Includes: caffeine, alcohol, tobacco but also amphetamines, cannabis, Ecstasy, heroin, ketamine, LSD and Magic Mushrooms.
· Performance-Enhancing Drugs:

· dangerous to health, risk of being banned if caught

· there are regular tests to ensure they aren’t taken

· often high-profile people are caught and stripped of awards

· some are hard to detect, e.g. human growth hormone

· includes steroids, stimulants, oxyglobin and erythropoietin

Information about some Legal Drugs:
Caffeine:
· Natural in coffee/tea, added to soft drinks. Is addictive.

· Stimulant makes you feel more energetic.

· Produce more urine, large doses increase risk of heart attacks.

Can cause: insomnia, nerves, flushing, palpitations, diarrhoea, etc.

Tobacco:
· 17% of the world smokes.

· Generates £8,000,000,000 in tax/year.

· Causes 80% of lung cancer and 17% of heart disease deaths.

· Costs NHS >£400,000,000/year, 12,000 UK deaths/year.

Alcohol:

· £7,000,000,000 in tax/year.

· Over drinking causes liver and brain damage.

· Costs economy in work days, costs NHS approx. £150,000,000, 28,000 UK deaths/year.

Christianity:

· discourage smoking as dangerous and unpleasant
· Salvation Army are Teetotallers

· Jesus turned water to wine and started tradition of drinking wine to remember him.

· Many are moderate drinkers, but avoid getting drunk.

· “Do not get drunk with wine, which will only ruin you.” – Ephesians (Bible)
Islam:

· Smoking forbidden during Ramadan, also encouraged not to as dangerous and addictive.

· “Make not your own hands contribute to your destruction.” – Qur’an
· The Qur’an and Hadith forbid intoxicants, e.g. wine.

· Believe more harm than good comes from them.

Illegal Drugs:

· multi-billion pound industry

· injected

· smoked

· inhaled (nose/mouth)

· swallowed/chewed (pills)

More are now taken than ever before, especially in the UK.

3 Acts covering drug laws:

· Misuse of Drugs Act 1971

· Drug Trafficking Offences Act 1986

· Intoxicating Substances (Supply) Act 1985

Drug Classes:

	Class:
	Class A
	Class B
	Class C

	Possession:
	7 yrs/fine
	5 yrs/fine
	2 yrs/fine

	Supply:
	Life/fine
	14yrs/fine
	5yrs/fine

	Examples:
	Crack Cocaine, Ecstasy, Heroin
	Amphetamines
	Anabolic Steroids


Drug Examples:

Cocaine: (Class A)
· exhilaration, hallucination then fatigue and depression

· increase blood pressure/heart rate/temperature

Risks: addiction, heart attack, stroke, asphyxiation, panic attacks.

Heroin: (Class A)

· ‘rush’ or ‘buzz’, vomiting/headaches, no appetite

Risks: addiction, overdosing, coma, choking on sick, mental health.

Ecstasy: (Class A)

· euphoric ‘rush’, increased brain activity, anxiety, confusion

Risks: overheating, dehydrating, liver, kidney, brain damage.

Cannabis/Marijuana: (Class C)

· euphoric, increased heart rate, amnesia, confusion, drowsiness

Risks: coma, bronchitis, cancer, infertility, psychological dependence.

Solvents:

· Contain chemicals which can alter state of mind. Usage in this way is illegal.

· In aerosols, glues, nail varnish remover, paint, petrol, etc.

Why do people take non-medical drugs?

· peer pressure
· dealer pressure

· going clubbing or to ‘raves’

· excitement

· illegal

· rebelling, asserting independence

· escapism

· pleasure

· ‘religious’/mystical experience

· addiction (physical/psychological)

Arguments for/against legalising drugs:
· less appealing as no long ‘forbidden fruit’

· stop illegal profits, enforcement of law costs money

· some illegal drugs no worse than alcohol/tobacco

· easier access to clean needles, less HIV spreading

· send out wrong message

· people would do soft drugs and be led to more dangerous ones

· more addicts/deaths increases NHS costs

Arguments for/against legalising cannabis:

· may have medicinal properties

· allow police time for more dangerous drugs

· legal in Netherlands

· tobacco/alcohol just as dangerous

· gateway drug

· higher tar that tobacco

· causes schizophrenia sometimes

· psychological dependence

· increase accidents

Christianity:
· “Surely you know that you are God’s temple and that God’s spirit lives in you!” – Corinthians (Bible)
· Should help drug addicts, not judge them, same for alcoholics.

· “Thou shalt not steal.” – Bible, means you shouldn’t use performance enhancing drugs to win medals you haven’t earned.

Islam:

· Believe Allah owns your body, so shouldn’t harm it or alter the state of mind (haram).
· Illegal drugs strictly forbidden with severe punishments.

· Performance enhancing is cheating and dishonourable.

4 – Media and Technology:

Media refers to the way information is communicated e.g. Newspapers, magazines, books, television, cinema, radio, internet and music. Media can inform and educate.
-     around 14 million newspapers are sold in Britain every day

-     people watch over 3 hours of TV every day

-     young people watch over 25 hours of TV every week

-     99% of homes have a TV

-     there are 100’s of TV and Radio stations available in the UK

Watershed:

Programmes before 9pm are suitable for a general audience. However after 9pm scenes of sex, violence and strong language may be shown. There are still some taboos e.g. racial abuse, abusive names relating to disabilities and religiously offensive material.

Christianity – Some Christians are concerned that the media have weakened traditional Christian values and aren’t providing good role models for young people. God and the church have been undermined and the result is an increasing in violence, bad language, drug abuse, criminals, pornography and general immorality. 

Islam – Muslim want the media to uphold the beliefs, teachings and values of Shari’ah law. They are particularly concerned about the affect of the media on young people. Smoking, drinking alcohol, drug taking, violence, immodesty, promiscuity, adultery and homosexuality are all against Muslim values.
Blasphemy – In Britain there is a law on blasphemy that protects the Christian religion. Some people feel this law should be scrapped or extended to cover over religions.
Cinema – The British Board of Film Classification (BBFC) is responsible for film and DVD classification within Britain. They help parents decide if a film is suitable for their child.

Internet – Recently the Internet has revolutionised worldwide access to information. This is an incredible tool although there are downsides. 

· Pornography has become widely available 

· Inaccurate or unsuitable material is easily found online because it is too difficult to police what is uploaded.

· Chat rooms have allowed paedophiles to prey on young people.

Christianity – Christians were quick to see the potential of the internet to spread the word of God. Sermons can be obtained online and there are many Christian educational websites.

Islam – The internet is used by Muslims to promote Islam. The teachings of the Qur’an are widely available online and worldwide Muslim views are also easily accessible.

Censorship – Censorship is subjecting the media to examination in order to control it. Religions often support censorship as they have strong views on what is morally acceptable. 

BSC – The Broadcasting Standards Commission deals with complaints from individuals about programmes. They will conduct an investigation and decide if the material was obscene. 

Religion in the Media – Many religious publications and programmes are available in the media. The Broadcasting Act 1990 requires the BBC, ITV and the Radio Authority to act responsibly with religious broadcasts. Programmes must reflect worship throughout the UK which means most programmes will be Christian.

Christianity:

· Many people watch Songs of Praise each week
· Elderly people who couldn’t attend church value worship programmes

· Religious leaders can be portrayed negatively in the media

· Televangelism is very popular in the US

Islam:

· Know that good can come from the media

· In support of education and broadening of knowledge

· Radio provides programmes to serve communities in their own language

· Can reach a lot of people rather than just a few

5 – Crime and Punishment:

Types and classifications of crime:
· crime against a person, e.g. mugging and slander

· crime against property, e.g. theft and fraud

· crime against country, e.g. tax fraud or selling secrets

Kinds of Offence:

· Non-indictable offences are less serious and included speeding or petty theft.
· Indictable offences are more serious and include rape and murder.

Kinds of Law:

· Criminal law is when a person breaks the law of a country.
· Civil law is a dispute, courts may award damages, give a restraining order, settle wills, etc.

Causes of Crime:
· peer pressure

· poverty, unemployment, not being educated – known as environmental reasons

· psychological – naturally selfish or mental problems or hatred or boredom

· drug addiction – financing a drug habit

Aims of Punishment:

Protection – to remove criminals from society so it is impossible for them to re-offend.

Retribution –criminals suffer for crime so the victims feel justice has been served.

Deterrence – the thought of a severe punishment may stop or deter a potential criminal.

Reformation – aims to change a criminal’s bad ways. May attend therapy or community service, etc.

Vindication – punishment is given to make clear that the law must be followed.

Christianity:

· “It is right to obey the government and uphold the laws of the country.” – Romans, the Bible
· Believe punishment and forgiveness can go together.

· Strong emphasis on reform.

· Aim to reconcile criminal and society.

Islam:

· Follow the Shari’ah (Islamic Law).

· Punishment is not atonement for sin, as only Allah can forgive.

· Aim on deterrence and protection.

· Punishments can be severe in order to deter: “As to the thief, cut off his hands: a punishment by way of example.” – adultery is punishable by beating or stoning.

· Also used for retribution: “If a man is slain unjustly, his heir shall be entitled to satisfaction.” – Qur’an
· From 16, can go to young offender’s institution.

· From 18, can go to prison.

Once a person reaches the age of 10, they are regarded as knowing right from wrong and can be charged with breaking the law.

From 14, they can be sent to a detention centre.

Forms of Punishment:

· Community Service Order. (40-240 hours).

· Custodial Sentence (Prison or Detention Centre)

· Fine.

· Suspended Sentence (Only take effect if person reoffends with a set time period.)

· Probation Orders (Offender must see probation officer to help them stay out of trouble.)

NB: Britain no longer uses corporal (physical) or capital (death) punishments.

Parole: early release, based on risk to public and behaviour in prison.

For and Against Prison:
· Cannot continue life of crime.

· Public Protection

· Vindication

· Reform
· Most reoffend within two years of release anyway.
· Mixing with other criminals does not help.

· Difficult to readjust to society on release.

· Cost taxpayers over £30,000 per year.

One prisoner commits suicide every 5 days.
Amnesty International aim to get rid of capital punishment everywhere. They also campaign for the release of political prisoners using letters, petitions, emails, etc.

Alternatives to prison:
- Electronic tagging: Electronic ankle tags are attached to prisoners in order to check their movements. These can be linked to curfew schemes.

· low cost
· flexibility (e.g. shoplifters kept at home during opening hours)

· avoid separating families and can keep job

· occasional failure of equipment

· not suitable for all criminals

· could still continue life of crime

- Community service: helping to clear derelict land, clean rivers, etc. Costs less than £2,000 per year.

Capital punishment:

Abolished in over 100 countries. Usually by hanging, firing squad or lethal injection. US has about 3,000 on death row.

· sometimes innocents are executed

· No evidence that it is more deterrent than life imprisonment. Life imprisonment protects society as well.

· Life is sacred, it is a barbaric punishment.

· May be deterrent to murderers.

· They deserve to die.

· Protects public completely.

· ‘Life’ sentence is more like 15 years.

· Cheaper.

Christianity on Prison:

· Necessary to have prison for protection.

· Many, e.g. Quakers, are deeply concerned about damaging effects of prison.

· Other sentences usually preferable.

Christianity on Capital Punishment:

· Some support for deterrent effect, but most oppose because of possibility of innocence. “Thou shalt not kill.” but “an eye for an eye.”
Islam
· 2 Crimes can attract the death penalty:
Murder or Openly attacking Islam in a manner to threaten it.

· Muhammad accepted the justice of “a life for a life.”

· The family of the murdered person can choose financial compensation and a life sentence for the criminal or the death penalty for the criminal.
· “You shall not kill any man… except for a just cause.” – Qur’an 

6 – Rich and Poor in Society:

There are several reasons people can become rich:
· Inheriting money/property: ¼ of the 1000 richest people in Britain inherited their wealth.

· Earned Income: top sports people company executives, etc. receive enormous salaries.

· Chance: wining the lottery, shares get lucky, successful invention leading to royalties.
‘Fat Cats’: many companies give top executives huge salaries – ‘fat cat’ salaries, often they get bonuses too when the business does well. Often the top executive can get a salary of £1,000,000/year, plus share bonuses which can give up to another £1,000,000.

Christianity:

· Some believe God wants them to become rich so they can use their wealth to help others.

· Some fear becoming greedy. Paul said: “The love of money is the root of all evil.” – Timothy, Bible
· Jesus taught that loving God is the most important thing and he warned that “You cannot serve both god and money.” – Book of Matthew (Bible)
Islam:

· It is not acceptable to gain wealth through laziness, cheating, stealing or gambling.
· They believe all wealth is Allah’s, they should be grateful for whatever he has given them and should use wealth as Allah suggests.

· Believe it is wrong to think you are superior to the poor.

· Wealth/money is only valuable for the good it can do.

Poverty:

· being treated as inferior, regarding self as inferior

· having a shortage of money and a poor lifestyle

· struggling to obtain necessities – food/shelter/clothing

· Absolute poverty is not having the minimum income to get the necessities for life. Over 1,000,000,000 people have no clean water or adequate housing. Over 500,000,000 go to bed hungry every night and similar numbers of children have no education access.

· Relative poverty is having less than people living in the same environment. For example, some people in Britain can’t afford electricity, cooker, telephone or television. There are very few people in Britain who live in absolute poverty.

The Welfare State founded in 1945 tries to give everyone a minimum income and includes:

· pensions for the elderly

· job seekers’ allowance

· housing benefit

· disability living allowance

· sickness, invalid and incapacity benefit

· free school meals

· child benefit

Some say the poor should do volunteer community work to get these benefits because:

· would give them a sense of dignity and self-worth

· help them contribute to society

· discourage laziness, help them help themselves

Some say this is unrealistic because:

· many already have low-paying jobs

· some unable to work because they are carers

· cannot afford transport

· The national minimum wage was put in place to prevent exploitation.

· It doesn’t cover under-18s, apprentices, self-employed, au pairs or nannies.

· The minimum wage is lower for 18-21 year olds than over-21s.

· Many businesses opposed it as they feared it would cost jobs.

· Unemployment is a major cause of poverty leading many families to have to survive on state benefits.

· Indolence is a cause of unemployment. Some are lazy, show no effort and do not want to work, if they didn’t have the Welfare State they would be forced to work or starve. 
· Some people are not employable for reasons of health, qualifications or skills.

· People over 50 who lose jobs find it hard to get another.

· Recently, there is more part-time, insecure and low-paid employment.

Homelessness:

· There is a shortage of affordable homes in the UK.

· Even renting from local authority is not cheap.

· 1000s have no home, charities provide hostels.

The Elderly:

· Often live on a small income.

· State pensions are becoming more inadequate.

· Government is encouraging private schemes as people live longer.

· It’s difficult to fund state pensions because there are less people working.

Caring for the Poor: many people are stuck in poverty traps, who should help?

· Families can help others in the family, but poverty often runs in families, e.g. debt through credit cards.

· Communities can help, e.g. councils, charities, religious organisations give lots of help. But poverty can affect the whole community, e.g. closure of main employer’s.

· Government can help: the welfare system gives assistance to the poor and the government has enough power to strategically deal with major problems.

· 400,000 people are homeless in Britain.

· 1,000s live in bed-and-breakfast accommodation, on streets or in hostels.

· Nearly 500,000 households are overcrowded.

· Nearly 3,000,000 households live in poor conditions.

The UK has:

· 200,000 registered charities

· 200,000 non-charitable voluntary organisations

· 7,000 new charities registering each year

· 50% of the population take part in some sort of voluntary work

· given over 4 billion homes to charity work

· raised over £12 million in a night for the BBC Children in Need in 2000

· raised over £42 million for Comic Relief Red Nose Day in 2001

Christianity:

· Should use money wisely as are accountable to God.

· Jesus taught riches in heaven are more important than riches on earth, these can be obtained by helping the poor.

· There are many Christian charities – Christian Aid, CAFOD, etc.

· “Whoever refuses to work is not allowed to eat.” – The Bible
· “Remember that it is the Lord your God who gives you the power to become rich.” – Bible
· “It is much harder for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God than for a camel to go through the eye of a needle.” – Bible
Islam:

· Allah expects Muslims to be charitable and help the poor.

· Being greedy is a great evil: “He who eats and drinks while his brothers go hungry is not one of us.” – Hadith
· One of the Fiver Pillars involves giving part of income as a religious duty (Zakah). They make voluntary gifts – Sadaqah.

· Charities include Islamic Relief and the Red Crescent.

· “No one eats better food than that which they have earned by their own labours.” – Hadith
· “He who begs without need is like a person holding a burning coal in his hand.” – Hadith
The National Lottery (Lotto)

· Set up to give people the chance of becoming wealthy.

· Support good causes.

· Some don’t’ approve as could encourage greed/gambling.

· Gambling can become an addiction; it can be life-ruining.

· Has paid over £13,000,000,000 to good causes, such as: arts, national heritage, charities, sport, millennium projects.

Christianity:

· Gambling is sinful as appeals to greed and is addictive.

· Some say the National Lottery is good as part of money goes to good causes.

Islam:

· All lotteries are gambling and are haram (forbidden)

· The Qur’an says: “Wine, games of chance, idols and divining arrows are abominations devised by Satan. Avoid them, so that you may prosper.”
Arguments in Favour of the Lottery:
· Over 1,500 people have become millionaires since the start.

· It benefits many charities and good causes.

· Grants are given to preserve religious buildings.

· Grant are given which help the community.

Arguments Against the Lottery:

· It is gambling and can lead to addiction.

· It encourages greed.

· The gain is achieved by others’ losses.

· Those who buy tickets are those who can least afford it.

· Any gain is chance, not earned through work/commitment.
