Matters of Life
Beginning of Life

Christianity - God creates life.

Roman Catholics believe life begins at conception.

Some, e.g. Methodists, say that life hasn’t truly begun in the early stages of pregnancy.

Islam - Allah creates life. “He gives children to who he pleases.” – Qur’an
Believe that life begins at conception.

Some believe that the foetus isn’t ‘ensouled’ until the 120th day of pregnancy.

Surrogacy

Christianity - Roman Catholics against it because God must’ve decided they shouldn’t have children.

Protestants allow AIH and IVF but don’t like AID. AIH and IVF are okay because Christians believe it’s not important how the pregnancy began.

Islam - IVF and AIH are allowed, but AID is opposed as it is seen as like adultery.

Surrogacy is opposed: “No one can be their mother except those who gave the birth.” – Qur’an

Transplant Surgery/Blood Transfusions

Christianity - Support organ donation, transplants and blood transfusions. “Love your neighbour as you love yourself.” – The Bible

Jehovah’s Witnesses allow transplants but not blood transfusions.

Islam - Allow transplants from humans, but not animals.

Allow blood transfusions in genuine need.

Genetic Engineering (Human) and Cloning:

Christianity - Roman Catholics believe embryo research threatens the sanctity of life. They regard cloning as a threat to uniqueness.

Most Protestants support research on embryos up to 2 weeks old as long as they weren’t solely created for research.

Most don’t oppose animal cloning but don’t support cloning humans.

Islam - Believe embryos shouldn’t be created for research but if leftover from IVF, is okay.

Most Muslims are against human cloning as it: a) undermines family ties and social order, and b) raises questions about the identity of the person.

Matters of Death

Attitudes towards the elderly

Christianity - “Treat others as you’d like to be treated.”
Believe the elderly should be treated with respect and honour: “Respect your father and your mother.” – Exodus
Know senior citizens need love and care and are wise and experienced.

Many churches provide visitors, senior citizens’ groups, homes and sheltered accommodation for members of their denominations.

Islam - Consider it an honour, blessing and opportunity for spiritual growth to look after and care for parents.
Duty second to prayer – elderly’s right to expect care.

Unkind and disrespectful to send them to old-people’s home.

Life after Death

Christianity - Soul will be judge on judgment day.

Believers will join God in heaven, which a wonderful place.

Non-believers go to hell, separate from God.

Roman Catholics believe in purgatory where souls go to be cleansed of their sins.

Islam - Souls will be judged by Allah on the Day of Judgment.

Good go to paradise, bad to hell.

Euthanasia
Christianity - God has fixed our lifespan, only He can take life, this means suicide is wrong. “Do not commit murder”.
Roman Catholics believe euthanasia is always wrong as it must either be murder or suicide.

Some denominations believe passive euthanasia may sometimes be acceptable.

Islam - “Allah fixes the time span for all things.” – Qur’an
You shouldn’t play God by choosing when someone dies.

Suffering is a test; after death, the worthy will join Allah in paradise.

Suicide and Euthanasia are therefore both forbidden.
Drug Abuse

Smoking and Drinking

Christianity - discourage smoking as dangerous and unpleasant

Salvation Army are Teetotallers

Jesus turned water to wine and started tradition of drinking wine to remember him.

Many are moderate drinkers, but avoid getting drunk.

“Do not get drunk with wine, which will only ruin you.” – Ephesians (Bible)
Islam - Smoking forbidden during Ramadan, also encouraged not to as dangerous and addictive.

“Make not your own hands contribute to your destruction.” – Qur’an
The Qur’an and Hadith forbid intoxicants, e.g. wine.

Believe more harm than good comes from them.

Illegal Drugs

Christianity - “Surely you know that you are God’s temple and that God’s spirit lives in you!” – Corinthians (Bible)
Should help drug addicts, not judge them, same for alcoholics.

“Thou shalt not steal.” – Bible, means you shouldn’t use performance enhancing drugs to win medals you haven’t earned.

Islam - Believe Allah owns your body, so shouldn’t harm it or alter the state of mind (haram).

Illegal drugs strictly forbidden with severe punishments.

Performance enhancing is cheating and dishonourable.

Media and Technology
General views on the media

Christianity – Some Christians are concerned that the media have weakened traditional Christian values and aren’t providing good role models for young people. God and the church have been undermined and the result is an increasing in violence, bad language, drug abuse, criminals, pornography and general immorality. 

Islam – Muslim want the media to uphold the beliefs, teachings and values of Shari’ah law. They are particularly concerned about the affect of the media on young people. Smoking, drinking alcohol, drug taking, violence, immodesty, promiscuity, adultery and homosexuality are all against Muslim values.

The Internet

Christianity – Christians were quick to see the potential of the internet to spread the word of God. Sermons can be obtained online and there are many Christian educational websites.

Islam – The internet is used by Muslims to promote Islam. The teachings of the Qur’an are widely available online and worldwide Muslim views are also easily accessible.

Use of Media

Christianity - Many people watch Songs of Praise each week

Elderly people who couldn’t attend church value worship programmes

Religious leaders can be portrayed negatively in the media

Televangelism is very popular in the US

Islam - Know that good can come from the media

In support of education and broadening of knowledge

Radio provides programmes to serve communities in their own language

Can reach a lot of people rather than just a few

Crime and Punishment

Punishment
Christianity - “It is right to obey the government and uphold the laws of the country.” – Romans, the Bible
Believe punishment and forgiveness can go together.

Strong emphasis on reform.

Aim to reconcile criminal and society.

Islam - Follow the Shari’ah (Islamic Law).

Punishment is not atonement for sin, as only Allah can forgive.

Aim on deterrence and protection.

Punishments can be severe in order to deter: “As to the thief, cut off his hands: a punishment by way of example.” – adultery is punishable by beating or stoning.

Also used for retribution: “If a man is slain unjustly, his heir shall be entitled to satisfaction.” – Qur’an
From 16, can go to young offender’s institution.

From 18, can go to prison.

Prison and Capital Punishment
Christianity -  on Prison:

Necessary to have prison for protection.

Many, e.g. Quakers, are deeply concerned about damaging effects of prison.

Other sentences usually preferable.

Christianity -  on Capital Punishment:

Some support for deterrent effect, but most oppose because of possibility of innocence. “Thou shalt not kill.” but “an eye for an eye.”
Islam:
2 Crimes can attract the death penalty:

Murder or Openly attacking Islam in a manner to threaten it.

Muhammad accepted the justice of “a life for a life.”

The family of the murdered person can choose financial compensation and a life sentence for the criminal or the death penalty for the criminal.

“You shall not kill any man… except for a just cause.” – Qur’an 

Rich and Poor in Society

Wealth

Christianity:

Some believe God wants them to become rich so they can use their wealth to help others.

Some fear becoming greedy. Paul said: “The love of money is the root of all evil.” – Timothy, Bible
Jesus taught that loving God is the most important thing and he warned that “You cannot serve both god and money.” – Book of Matthew (Bible)
Islam:

It is not acceptable to gain wealth through laziness, cheating, stealing or gambling.

They believe all wealth is Allah’s, they should be grateful for whatever he has given them and should use wealth as Allah suggests.

Believe it is wrong to think you are superior to the poor.

Wealth/money is only valuable for the good it can do.

Use of Money and the Poor
Christianity:

Should use money wisely as are accountable to God.

Jesus taught riches in heaven are more important than riches on earth, these can be obtained by helping the poor.

There are many Christian charities – Christian Aid, CAFOD, etc.

“Whoever refuses to work is not allowed to eat.” – The Bible
“Remember that it is the Lord your God who gives you the power to become rich.” – Bible
“It is much harder for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God than for a camel to go through the eye of a needle.” – Bible
Islam:

Allah expects Muslims to be charitable and help the poor.

Being greedy is a great evil: “He who eats and drinks while his brothers go hungry is not one of us.” – Hadith
One of the Fiver Pillars involves giving part of income as a religious duty (Zakah). They make voluntary gifts – Sadaqah.

Charities include Islamic Relief and the Red Crescent.

“No one eats better food than that which they have earned by their own labours.” – Hadith
“He who begs without need is like a person holding a burning coal in his hand.” – Hadith
Gambling e.g. National Lottery

Christianity:

Gambling is sinful as appeals to greed and is addictive.

Some say the National Lottery is good as part of money goes to good causes.

Islam:

All lotteries are gambling and are haram (forbidden)

The Qur’an says: “Wine, games of chance, idols and divining arrows are abominations devised by Satan. Avoid them, so that you may prosper.”

